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A special thanks

Lt.Col. Joseph Whaley, former 355th Wing chief of staff,
was the guest speaker at the Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 549 Veteran’s Day open house. Whaley addressed
more than 200 veterans, their families and guests, and
refered to the many contributions made to our country by
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Courtesy photo
Whaley (left) surprised Ed Gilpin (center), post member, by
presenting him with three medals Gilpin earned while serv-
ing in the Navy during Wold War Il but never received.
Gilpin received the Purple Heart, Asiatic Pacific Campaign
Medal andthe WWiI Victory Medal. (Note: Since this event,

Keeping ID cards
up to date vital

Are you confused about TRICARE For Life and
whether you need to update your military ID to
use the program?

If you are a sponsor, age 65 or older, eligible for
Medicare Parts A and B and have purchased Part
B, you do not need to update your current ID card
toreceive health care under TFL, even if the medical
eligibility status printed on the back of your ID card
indicates “Civilian No.”

Medicare Part B is required for TFL eligibility. If
you have used TFL and have received a TRICARE
explanation of benefits statement showing that TFL
has paid your claims, you do not need to notify
Defense Enrollment Eligibility Reporting System
that you have Medicare Part B. Your Medicare Part
B information was picked up in a data match with
Medicare. You only need to update changes in your
residence, mailing address or family member status.
If your Medicare Part B information is not correct
in DEERS, visit customer service in Building 3200
with your Medicare and military ID.

Individuals not able to travel can call
228-4425 for instructions on renewing ID cards by

our veterans. (Above) At the conclusion of his remarks,

we have been notified that Gilpin has passed away.)

Free income tax assistance,
preparation and electronic filing are
available from the base Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance Office
Wednesday until April 15. This year,
the first two weeks are reserved for
active-duty members and their
spouses.

The VITA office is staffed by trained
volunteers and is a joint activity of the
Davis-Monthan Retiree Activities
Office and the 355th Wing Staff Judge
Advocate.

Taxpayers should bring the
following items when visiting the VITA
office for tax preparation: Social

Security card or record of Social
Security number; names and birth
dates of taxpayer, spouse and
dependents; the federal (and state, if
applicable) tax package the individual
received in the mail; Forms W-2, 1099-
R and other statements of reportable
income such as Form SSA-1099; all
appropriate expense information
(medical, home mortgage interest, real
estate taxes, charitable contributions,
child care expenses), information on
rental property and investment sales,
applicable powers of attorney; and a
copy of the 2001 federal (and state)
tax return. For direct deposit of refunds

-ree 2002 tax preparation available at D-M

a blank check or proof of bank routing
number and account number is
required.

To use the electronic filing system
for a joint return, both spouses must
be present to sign the IRS declaration
form.

Taxpayers may get direct deposit
refunds by filing their 2002 returns
either electronically or using paper
forms. The electronic filing system
normally permits direct deposit to a
taxpayer’s bank account within two
weeks. Direct deposit on mailed returns
usually takes longer. The electronic
filing system also allows those that owe

See ID Card, Page 3

the government money and file in
February or March to wait until, but
no later than, April 15 to pay.

The VITA office has a limited supply
of federal and Arizona tax forms and
instructions. Individuals requiring
forms from any other state should
contact that state to get the
appropriate forms. Most federal and
state forms are now available on the
Internet.

IRS forms and publications may also
be ordered from the IRS by calling 1-
800-TAX-FORMS (829-3676).

VITA is located in Building 4310,
Room 109. Office hours are 9 a.m. to
3 p.m., Monday through Friday.
Required appointments can be made
by calling 228-3489.

Retiree Appreciation Day

Davis-Monthan Air Force Base hosts a Retiree Appreciation Day March 5. The main events are from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Desert Oasis
Enlisted Club. For more information on the Retiree Appreciation Day, or to sign up for the event, call 228-5100
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VA program assists homeless

The Southern Arizona Veteran’s
Administration Health Care System has an
active assistance to the homeless program.
While it is a year round program, cold weather
clothing is especially requested. Needed are
gently used or new men’s clothing and
underwear, blankets, hygiene items and
sunscreen. Food items suitable for traveling
(cereal bars, canned tuna, etc.), duffel bags,
backpacks, tote bags and laundry bags are

also greatly appreciated.

If you can help with any of these items, or
wish to make a cash donation, contact
Suzanne Perkins or Toni Bravo at the VA,
629-1839, for assistance with delivery. You
can also bring items to the Retiree Activities
Office, 228-5100, or the Society of Military
Widows Office, located in Building 4310 on
Madera Street at Davis-Monthan Air Force
Base.

ID Card

Continued from Page 1

mail. To renew such cards, a pre-verified
application form titled “Application for
Uniformed Services Identification Card —
DEERS Enrollment, DD Form 1172” must be
obtained. If the sponsor is alive, they must sign
the form in front of a notary public or other
authorized verifying officer.

ID cards are current for four years, unless
one turns 65 during the four-year period.
Turning 65 is one reason your ID card’s
medical eligibility status will change. If you are
age 65 or older and have recently updated your
ID card, the medical eligibility status on the
back of your ID card might show as “Civilian

TuneTech, Inc.

TUNE-UP SPECIALISTS
AVOID MISHAPS!

Yes.” This means you are eligible for TFL.

If you have no reason to update your ID
card, your medical eligibility status might show
as “Civilian No.” You are not required to
update your card to receive care under TFL.
The medical eligibility status will be changed
when the ID card is next updated.

To verify eligibility in DEERS, call the
Defense Manpower Data Center Support
Office at 1-800-538-9552, or 1-800-363-2883
for speech or hearing impaired, or visit
customer service in Building 3200. For
information about enrolling in Medicare Part
B, call the Social Security Administration at
1-800-772-1213, or 1-800-325-0778 for speech
or hearing impaired. (Some information came
from the TRICARE Web site at http://
wwuw.tricare.osd.mil.)

Mailing supplement on hold

The Retiree News Supplement, published in the Desert
Airman the last Friday of January, April, July and Oc-
tober, stopped being mailed in October. If alternate
sources for funding the cost of postage are found, mail-
ing will resume. In the meantime, the supplement will
be available for pick-up at D-M.

Please inform the Retiree Activities Office, 228-5100,
of any address changes so they can keep the address
roster current.

Volunteers needed

The Retiree Activities Office is in need of volunteers,
especially for the main gate visitor reception center.
Volunteers with beginning skill on a computer are
needed. Those interested can call the RAO, Monday
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., at 228-5100 or
send an e-mail to retired@dm.af.mil and indicate
interests and talents for volunteer duties.

Society of Military Widows

The Society of Military Widows, Chapter 14, will meet
for lunch at the D-M officer’s club Feb. 15, March 15
and April 19. Social hour begins at noon and is followed
by lunch. Cost is $8.50. For reservations, call Luise Bell
one week prior to the meeting at 790-6775.

The society welcomes widows of service members of
all ranks and services who died on active duty and in
retirement. For more information, call Shirley Degan at
574-6020.
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Sense
Parenting”

New Book Brings
Help and Confidence
to Parents of Toddlers

Confidence. Less conflict.
Enjoyment.

That’s what author Bridget
Barnes believes parents who use
the techniques and skills explained
in the new book, Common Sense
Parenting  of Toddlers and
Preschoolers, can gain. Those
skills have been taught to parents
of 2 to 5 year-olds in workshops
offered by Girls and Boys Town
since 1996 and are now available
to any parent through the book just
published by Boys Town Press.

When a parent realizes that “T
can correct my child, he or she
may get upset with me, but the
child is still going to love me,” the
parent gains confidence, according
to Barnes. The book shows parents
how to stay calm, communicate
clearly, set boundaries, have rea-
sonable expectations, give consis-
tent consequences, and teach a
young child self-control and other-
skills.

Parenting toddlers can be a time
of high conflict. Many couples are
just finding out that they have very
different parenting styles — one
may see the other as either too
lenient or too strict, says Barnes. It
may not be an exaggeration, she
adds, to say that agreeing to use
Common Sense Parenting™ tech-
niques “saves marriages. It can
lead to a lot less strife.”

Parents, according to Barnes,
list many of the same problems

with their toddlers — acting up at
bedtime and meals, throwing tem-
per tantrums, refusing to take “no”
for an answer, etc. In dealing with
these issues, however, parents also
make common mistakes — treating
children like “little adults,” giving
kids choices they're not equipped
to make, and setting expectations
too high.

Young children, she says, need
lots of reminders, assistance, mod-
eling, and patience. The book pro-
vides step-by-step information on
how to do these things. Also
included are answers to dozens of
questions frequently asked by par-
ents of toddlers.

Barnes is the mother of two and
stepmother of four children and has
been a Common Sense Parenting
trainer for 13 years.

Common Sense Parenting of
Toddlers and Preschoolers is avail-
able from the Boys Town Press,
14100 Crawford St., Boys Town,
NE 68010, 1-800-282-6657,
www.girlsandboystown.org/btpres

Boys Town Press is the publish-
ing division of Girls and Boys
Town, the original Father
Flanagan’s Boys’ Home.

For more tips on parenting, visit
our Web site:www.parenting.org or
call the Girls and Boys Town
National Hotline, 1-800-448-3000.

A CFC participant
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Keep on top of the fast paced changes within the aerospace and defense industry with AEROTECH NEWS AND REVIEW, the weekly journal of aerospace and
defense industry news. As a subscriber, you will receive our monthly regional Aerotech News (published the first Friday of each month) followed by the weekly Aerotech
News and Review trade journal on each subsequent Friday.

Delivered to you by U.S. Mail each week, AEROTECH NEWS brings you important news of
contract awards, sources sought, military and contractor news, space and technology, and features.
All for only $78 per year.

To subscribe, simply complete the form, attach your payment and mail to:

AEROTECH NEWS Subscriber Services
456 East Avenue K-4, Suite 8

Lancaster, CA 93535

or call (661) 945-5634 to subscribe by phone
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| YE s i Start my subscription (0 AEROTECH NEWS today. |
I ® | have enclosed payment [or:
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